




















TH E 
YORKSHIRE FREEHOLDER. 


By LANCELOT LACKRENT, Eq. 


_* 





NUMBER XVIL 


- 





THURSDAY, May 11, 1780. 





‘© O Portius! is there not fome chofen Curfe, 

“¢ Some hidden Thunder in the Stores of Heaven, 

«© Red with uncommon Wrath, to blaft the Man 

*‘ Who owes his Greatnefs to his Country's Ruin?” 


ADpDsrson’s CATO. 


T is the common Lamentation of all confiderate and impartial 
T Men, that the Lords Bure, Mansrie_p, G. Germann, and 
~~ Norwu, have been for many Years the firft-great Movers in 
the political Syftem of this Country, and by Confequence that all 
the various Calamities, which threaten the Ruin of this once-mighty 
Empire, are to be attributed to the baneful Influence of this diftin- 
guithed Group, of which the laft-mentioned Lord is indubitably 


held to be the principal Figure. 


This is the Man, who being in full Poffeffion of the National 
Purfe, and uncontrolled in the Dilpofal of it, who having the princi- 
pal Diftribution of all the Honours and Emoluments in every De- 
partment of the State, is now rifen to fuch an alarming Height of 
Power as to be, without Controverfy, the moft arbitrary Minifter 
that ever difgraced the Annals of Hiftory. Surrounded therefore as 
he is with a numerous Band of Sycophants, the Creatures of his 
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Power; and the Dependents of his Will, it is mucit to be dreaded 
that the utmoit Efforts of all good Men will be exerted. ina vain 
Oppofition to the Leader of this abandoned Phalanx. 


This moreover ts the Mon, who hath the Effrontery to ftep for- 
ward as the great Financier of Englind, whemitis notorious that 
he is ignorant of the very Principles of Arithmetick: Whilit the 
many unproductive Taxes, of which he is 2l!owed to have been the 
Projector, ftrongly mark an Incapacity difgracetul even to the lowelt 
Clerk in his Office. What greater Indignity then can poflibly be 
offered to the Underftandings of a generous People than that fuch an 
Accomptant as this fhould be obtruded uponthem? We allow him 
all due Praife for his Skill-and*Adroitnets in the whole Condu@ of 
a Pathiamentary Queftion. Was ever Minifter before fo apt in the 
Difcipline of his mercenary Corps? With what Dexterity are they 
managed ? and how fubfervient to the Word of Command ? Verfed 
.in all the various Arts of. political Cafuiftry and-Chicane, he is at 
all Points invulnerable. 


If thefe are neceffary Qualifications “to form ‘the Character of a 
Financier, Lord Nort poffefles them in an eminent Degree, and 
is Juit-as equal to the important Tafk, as a certain Athenian, who, 
‘for having wrote a Copy of Martial Verfes, was appointed Genera! 
-of an Army. 


There is no Artifice-againft which we ought to’be more ftrongly 
“precautioned than againit.the {mooth Profeffions of Honefty and 
Plain-dealing. ‘The Appearance of Integrity is the Lure thrown 
out upon every Occafion by: the prefent Minifter of ‘the Crown. 
It is from pure Good-will to an-indulgent Mafter, from a tender 
-Concern for the Welfare of his dear Country, ‘and from no perfo- 
nal interefted Views, that the-virtuous:and immaculate Lord NorTH 
hath fo long continued to guide the Helm of State. ‘He earnettly 
-wifhes to retire to Obfcurity and Content ; but when‘the Ship be- 
-comes difabled by Storms and Tempefts, it would be daftardly in 
a Pilot to quit the Steerage of her, till the is fafely conducted into 
‘Port. The Grants and Revenues of his Offices, though far ex- 
eceeding thofe of many German Princes, are no ample Satisfaction 
for 
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for the Cares and Solicitude attending his exalted Situation! He 
is peculiarly happy indeed in having had the Opportunity of exe 
ercifing his filial Piety to the good-Earl of Guirprorp, and his 
fraternal Regard to the learned Bithop of WoRCESTER. 


The Ranger of Bu/by Park looks up to him as the moft faithful 
and conftant Hufband. Asa provident Father, his Name will be 
gratefully celebrated by his Sons, and his Sons Sons for ever 5 whilft 
his very Relations, to the remoteft Degree of Kinthip, all feel the 
Force of his benign Influence. Not content with heaping Emolu~ 
‘ments upon his Dependants, and the Friends of his Dependants, 
their very Wives muft be penfioned; but we truft not for their paf 
Services. -Poffefled of the moft dangerous Fafcination, this fame 
Minifter hath had the Art to draw into his.political Vortex his reli- 
gious Brother the Earl cf Darrmournu. Who can help feeling 
“for human Nature, when he'refleéts that this refpe@able Peer fhould 
‘be fo far loft to all Senfe of the Chriftian Charaéter, as to connect 
himéelf with Men profeffedly aéting upon the moft felfith and fangui- 
‘nary Principles. His Lordthip may poflibly confole himfelf with the 
Idea of having the Care of all the Yordfbire Churches committed to 
‘him: But he ought to know, that Piety and State Sophiftry are in- 
-confiftent with each other, and that modern Politicks are irrecon- 
cileable with primitive Chriftianity. 


It is impoffible to refle@, without the utmoft Indignation, upon 
the Bufinefs of the Ram Contra&. Mr. Bailey, Member for We/- 
bury, avowed ina public Advertifement that he offered to take it at 
half Price, and was refufed. A Mr. Atkinfon not only was obliged 
with a fecond Contract upon the fame fcandalous Ferms of Profit 
as the firft, but fo great a Confidence was placed in him, that up- 
wards of 600,0001. of the Public Money was fuffered to pags 
through his Hands*. May we not reafonably conclude that there 
is fomething ‘* rotten in the State of Denmark ?” 


When Mr. Stewart, a Superintendant of Indian Affairs, had ac 
tually drawn for 63,0001. in one Year for Prefents to the Indians, 
‘© Razors, Stay-T apes, Spectacles, and Jews Harps,” (and we know 
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* Of Mr, Atkinfon’s Profits I have treatedin N°. XV. LL. L. 
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not whether Fomahawks and Scalping-Knives -were included) the 
Firft Lord of the Treafury merrily told the Committee, that Mr. 
Stewart had four Nations to keep in good Humour: Surely this was 
not a Seafon nor a Subject for Jocularity—but Nero fiddled when 
Rome was in Flames. 


It is urged, and urged indeed with great Confidence, :that Lord 
NorTH is no other than the ofenfble Minifter, nothing more than 
an Inftrument in the Hands of a concealed “funto, determined and — 
active in the Execution of their peremptory Mandates. But whe- 
ther he ftands in this Predicament or not it is hardly-material to in- 
quire; this, however, is an evident Propofition, that Places and 
Penfions ‘are now confidered in no other Light than as the Wages of 
Venality, Wages depending folely upon his Favour, and transfer- 
able by his: Nod: -That He, and He alone, prefcribes the Conditions 
upon which they are beftowed, and dictates Me.fures which it is his 
particular Province to reward, it will therefore be of little Moment 
whether our Parliaments are of a long or fhort Duration, if they are 
to continue. under the Duminion of.a perpetual didtatorial Agent. 





| ‘Let us Jope however, that the ‘Time isnot far diftant, when 
| an Enquiry will be made into the Conduct of all thofe over-grown 
| Defpots, who have fo lavifhly wafted the Public Treafure: But 
| a an injured People ought not to be fatisfied with a bare Removal 
of a Minifter; all Hands and all Hearts ought to be-united in 

‘bringing him to condign Punifhment. ‘Such.a Delinquent as this, 

however favoured or however great, ought not-to efcape with 

‘Impunity.. It is faid to be.a Practice in Turkey, when-a Man is 

‘detected in fome-notorious Falfehood, to blacken the Front of his 
| | Houfe: Now we conceive that a Law ef this.Kind might with 
| | great Propriety be introduced inthis Kingdom. If, for Inftance, 
the Firft Lord of the Treafury fhould at one Time pronounce, 
Ore Rotundo, that. the -Obje@. of the War was a:Revenue from 
America, and fhould afterwards declare with fullen Superciliouf- 
nefs, that Parliamentary Revenue -avas . not the’ Obje& of ‘the | 
War, he might be adjudged to -inhabit in -a Sooty-coloured 
Dwelling for Life; and if it can be further. proved that by his 
sfree Accefs to the Royal Clofet, he hath wickedly reprefented 


Lome of .the beft and greateft Men that Exgland ever bred, as 
| Enemies 
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Enemies of theit King, and Incendiaries of the State, his very 
Windows ought to be darkened. A fimilar Stigma might alfo 
with Juftice be fixed upon the Habitations of his ctiminal 
Affociates: But then, alas! we fhould poffibly have the Mortifica- 
tion to tee whole Streets put into Mourning ! 


‘After all that can be faid, any Man who will not obftinately 
clofe his Eyes againft the Light of ConviGtion, muft be forced to 
confefs that the very Exiftence of a is haftening to a dread- 
full Crifis. 


It is true, indeed, that Providence may yet interpofe in refcuing 
us from Deftruction: But after the many Millions that have been 
wantonly and wickedly expended, and moft of all, after the Tor- 
rents of Blood that have been already {pilt, without Remorfe, in the 
inglorious Conteft with our American Brethern, what hath Britain 
to expe@t? Will it not be prefumptuous in her to expeét, that the 
Great God of Battles fhould go forth with her Fleets arid Armies, 
and uphold the Caufe in which fhe fights? E. O. 


xP Any Letter directed to Lancetor Lackrent, Eq; at the 
Printing-Office in Coney-ftreet, York, Carriage or Poft paid; 
will be duly attended to. 


York: Printed by A. Warp; fold by all the Bookfellers in York- 
fhire, and R. Fautper, No. 42, New Bond-ftreet, Corner of 
Maddox-ftreet, London. Price TwoPENce: 
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